
Brookwood is a God-centered, not-for-profit community designed to provide an enhanced life for adults with disabilities through life-long opportunities for vocational, social,
emotional and spiritual growth.  We serve as a teaching model in an entrepreneurial, residential and educational environment . . . all independent of government subsidy.

Brookwood Branches
God is the vine; we are the  branches.

The Brookwood Community

Thanksgiving 2007 “Where the Spirit Soars!” Brookshire, Texas 77423

You’r e invited to see why every year more and more families tell us,

“Open House is Part of Our Family Holiday Tradition!”

2007 Open House
Friday - Saturday
Dec. 7 th & 8 th

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Citizens’ Performance 

11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 

Gift Store Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Café Open 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
(Café reservations are not 

accepted during Open House)

“I’m thankful for people who come to Open House 
and watch us and see what we can do.” 

-- Brookwood citizen Bob Ryan 

Open House Activities Include:

l Tour of our enterprise shops 
to see our citizens at work

l Walk through our group homes

l Docent-led sightseeing of campus

l Gift store shopping

l Scrumptious cookies & holiday punch

l Inspirational Christmas performance 
by the Brookwood Citizens

l Beautiful settings for family 
holiday photos

l Lunch at the Café 

l Citizens’hand bell choir

l Much, much, much more!!!

Our citizens say, “We’re thankful for people who come
to Open House and then shop at the Gift Store and buy

some of the things we make.”

P l e a s e  C o m e  & B r i n g  Y o u r  F r i e n d s
A n d  I n t r o d u c e  T h e m  T o  B r o o k w o o d
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Signs of Thanksgiving at Brookwood

Volunteers in our ceramics shop (like Frank Ingraham)
literally get a pat on the back every day from our citizens.
As citizen Laura Ashford shows in the picture below, these
pats usually come with hugs of thanksgiving as well. 

Thanksgiving smiles abound whenever
a citizen gets that first paycheck.
Director of Citizens Programs Rick
DeMunbrun, Jr. celebrates as some of
our summer program citizens receive
their first check. 

Citizens Patrick Storti and Kyle Baker
pose with the “Spindletop One” to
show thanks to Spindletop International
for underwriting this year’s poinsettia
crop. Patrick is holding the symbolic
first poinsettia of the season or as we
call it, “Spindletop One.” 
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We’re thankful for sewing, dentists, music, & ministers...
Recently we received the following letter. Her words truly
note how big a difference the staff, volunteers, and
Brookwood donors make in the lives of the citizens:

From the heart of a mother of a Brookwood
citizen, this is in appreciation for and
thanksgiving to all the staff and volunteers at
Brookwood and all the donors who make it
possible. You are dedicated people who touch the
lives of our loved ones each and every day.
Through your gifts, you help them have a more
complete and happy life. 

The homes are staffed with love... teaching
teams serve together with superb knowledge and
concern for all...with vocational training in the
shops, you give citizens the capabilities needed
and the ability to feel like a winner. 

While this is the time of year we set aside to
give thanks, I know that I and other families
are truly thankful each and every day of the
year that our loved ones can call a place like
Brookwood, “Home.” May God bless you.

--Callie Moore

As we like to do each Thanksgiving newsletter, we asked the
citizens to tell us something they are thankful for. 

“I’m thankful for my Brookwood
family.”
-- Betsy Korn

“I’m thankful for
everything.”
--Gerald Schlechte

“I’m thankful for
the ministers who
work with us.”
--Richard Cross
(Richard makes
and sends
beautiful wall
angels to pastors
in the community.) 

“I’m thankful for
friends.”
--Woodie Mauritz

“I’m thankful for
our sewing club
and volunteer
teacher. I never
thought I could
sew but I have
learned how.”
-- Gayle Baker

“I’m thankful
for music at
Brookwood!”
-- Jeff Joplin

“I’m thankful for the
doctors and dentists
who help us.”
--Christine Lee 
(with volunteerdentist
Dr. Hall.)

“I’m thankful for getting to go to
football games and other places.”
-- Max Reichek
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We’re thankful for fabric stores, football rivalries, & calligraphy ...
A little more than 22 years ago, Rita Whyllie

bumped into Vivian Shudde in a fabric store. After
quickly noticing Rita’s creative side and caring
personality, Vivian told her of a “new place called
Brookwood.” 

Quicker than you can drop a stitch, Rita (pictured
at right) was part of the Brookwood team. Now,
twenty-two years later and one of our ceramic-shop
work teachers, she fondly recalls what a difference
Brookwood, and especially the citizens, have made in
her life.

“I’ve been blessed to raise six kids of my own,”
she says. “But to have the extra blessings of ‘my
kids’ at Brookwood is just beyond description. Some
mornings it is so hard to get going...but when I am on

the bus with our day-program
citizens and I see the beautiful
smiles and the shining faces of our
citizens, it’s like I’m 30 years
younger and ready to face any
challenge again. ‘I love you Rita,’
one will say. Then another says, ‘I
do too,’while another tugs my arm,
‘Will you help me finish painting
that bowl today?’They are my inspiration and I love
them all. 

I’m so thankful I walked into that fabric store all
those years ago. I walked in to get some fabric and
had no idea the tapestry God was about to weave in
my life.”

Letters Of Love
Do you have a special event

coming up in which you  need
hand addressed envelopes?  Save
yourself time and headaches, while
benefitting Brookwood.
Brookwood volunteer and

calligrapher Melanie Ringo will
script your envelopes in return for
a $1 donation to Brookwood for
each name addressed. Melanie
writes your envelopes and you
write Brookwood a check. EASY!

For more information call Donna
White at 281-375-2114. 

You Can Help!

Randalls shoppers -- Go to the courtesy booth to link your
Remarkable Card to our account (#1374). 
Kroger shoppers -- Call Donna at 281-375-2114 or send an
email (donnaw@bookwoodcommunity.org) requesting a 
Kroger Share Card. Present your card to the checker
before you start checking out. Randalls and Kroger will
pay us a percentage of your total purchases, so be sure to
use your cardsevery timeyou shop. Last year Brookwood
received more than $2,700 from these programs. It works!

The grocery stores make it easy
for you to help Brookwood. 

Above -- The Brookwood Eagles swim team shows who is #1
as they get ready for another competition. 

T-shirt Rivalry, Meadows Loyalty
Kenny Kendall and Ricky
Kitchell are best friends in the
Meadows Home even though
their favorite football teams are
cross-town rivalries. “We’re
thankful we could go to the game
together,” they said. 

The men’s bowling team says, “We’re thankful
we can represent Brookwood at Special
Olympics.” Here they pause for a photo after
their final warm-up practice. They look so
good we’d like to know if they make baseball
cards for bowling teams?!



"I come out and do my thing
and try to help where I can."  With
modesty, but great conviction and
pride, that's how Dan Welsh
describes his DAILY volunteer
efforts at Brookwood.

Dan has almost life-long ties to
Brookwood. He has known the
Streit family since Junior High
School and knew of Brookwood
since its inception. A former school
teacher and coach, a disability led
to early retirement. That's one
reason Brookwood is so special to
him. "I've been through the
difficulties of a disability," Dan
notes. "I know what the
Brookwoodians go through."

His wife, Debbie, shares the
teaching passion. She is a P.E.
teacher in the Katy school district.
Dan credits her with supporting his
efforts at Brookwood and making it
possible. "I can't drive because of
my disability so Debbie schedules
friends to drive me out here every
day."

He also smiles when he thanks
"the ladies at my church" for
helping with transportation too. The
family has been members at
Memorial Lutheran in Katy since
they moved to the area in the early
1990's. Dan helped start the Boy
Scout troop from that church and
was a troop leader for many years. 

On most days, Dan can be
found teaching and helping the
citizens in the cement workshop.
However, he also helps out in the
other shops as needed, especially in
horticulture."When it comes to
poinsettia planting time, they pull
me over there because I'm the best
poinsettia ‘hole poker’ ever!" 

Dan is almost as proud of his
poinsettia planting talents as he is

of his beloved alma mater, Texas 
A&M University. He and Debbie
are parents of two sons, who also
have ties to A&M and Brookwood.
Eldest son and Aggie grad Timothy
received an aerospace engineering
degree and works at Boeing. Son
Stephen is currently majoring in
industrial distribution.

Timothy and Stephen both
obtained Eagle Scout rank while
members of the Memorial Lutheran
Church, with --
who else? -- their
dad as troop
leader. As scouts,
both did volunteer
service at
Brookwood. And
for his Eagle
Scout project,
Stephen designed
and made heavy
duty industrial
type work tables
for - you guessed
it - the
Brookwood
cement shop. 

Now on just 
about any given day, you
can find Dan standing
behind one of those tables,
teaching and guiding our
citizens. His work seems
almost effortless and when
asked how he does it, he
recalls an adage he
learned from a coaching
mentor. "That 'old' coach
told me that to succeed as
a coach for any team you
have 'some you have to
hug their neck and some
you have to push.' That is
very much true at
Brookwood." Dan

concludes, "On any day there are
some citizens that need a hug and
others that need a gentle push. And
truth be known, they know the
same thing about me. Still, it's the
most rewarding job I've ever had
because I get my neck hugged
every day."

To Dan and the Welsh family
and EVERY volunteer at
Brookwood - please accept our
Thanksgiving hugs. 
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We’re thankful for volunteers...

Dan Welsh takes a break outside the cement shop. “We
grow beautiful plants and make beautiful planters. I
thought, ‘Why not put them together and make the cement
shop more aesthetically pleasing for tours?’” Give that
man a hug! 

Dan Welsh (left) helps citizen Kevin Bregman on a cement project. 
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The 2008 Biennial 
Volunteer Benefit Luncheon

Mar ch 6, 2008   
Noon

Hilton Americas - Houston
Featured Speaker 
Jim McIngvale

January 17th, 10:30 a.m.- "New
Year, New Organization Tips!"
Start the year right - Janine
Godwin, with Nooks and
Crannies Professional Organizing
offers tips. 

February 7th, 10:30 a.m.-
“Revolutionary Lips and Jewels
to Relish.” Seminar features
cosmetic consultant Kaylen
Young and Teri Breckenridge of
"Teri's Treasures" will present
custom silver and gemstone
jewelry. 

February 14th - Valentine's Day
Lunch at The Café at Brookwood.
On Valentines the Café offers a
special menu for that special
Valentine. Lunch served 11:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Reservations
preferred, 281-375-2400. 

February 28th, 10:30 a.m.-
"Floral Design with Potted Plants
& Fresh Flowers" Presented by
Carol Smith, Design Consultant
for Texas Garden Club. 

Brookwood Announces Upcoming 
“Seminar & Luncheon” Events

Popular Events Sell Out Fast.  $19.95 for seminar and Café lunch. 
Call 281-375-2149 to Reserve Your Spot.

Nothing fishy here, just another
chance to help Brookwood...

Tuesday, February 5th

First Tuesday at 
Fish City & Half Shell Grill
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy

The fabulous seafood
restaurant in the LaCenterra
Shopping Center is honoring
The Brookwood Community
as their charity of the month.
Fifteen percent of the
proceeds on Tuesday,
February 5th will be donated
to Brookwood.  

The Volunteer Benefit Is Critically Impor tant....

...So we invited a major player...a philanthropist...a community leader...a man of high standards and
integrity who is very familiar with disabilities. His name...JIM McINGVALE.

This fall the Rotary Club of Houston named Jim and his wife Linda as the Rotary Distinguished Citizens of
the Year. Jim has worked with former presidents Bush and Clinton to raise funds for the Houston Tsunami
Relief Fund and the Bush - Clinton Katrina Fund. He and Linda contribute to numerous local schools,
colleges, and charitable efforts. He also has strong ties to the Houston sports teams and considers himself to be
the Rockets "biggest fan." In recent years he has helped bring professional tennis to Houston. 

Daughter Elizabeth McIngvale, is founder of Peace of Mind, a non-profit organization devoted to the
research of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder. Elizabeth was diagnosed with the disorder when she was a teen.

With Jim’s ties to the community, philanthropy, and disability causes, we know you will gain rewarding
insight from what he has to share.  Brookwood welcomes Jim as the keynote speaker for the 2008 Volunteer
Benefit Luncheon. You will be glad you came to hear this fine man. 

To purchase tickets, reserve a group table, or for information on being an event underwriter, please call
Marty Herzog at 713-975-7766. 

The 2008 Biennial Volunteer Benefit Luncheon
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BROOKWOOD DONOR PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY
The Brookwood Community honors the rights and privacy of our donors.  We do not sell, trade, or share our address lists or mailing lists with any other entity.

Yo u r  P r a y e r s
Yo u r  P r e s e n c e

Yo u r  G i f t s
Yo u r  S e r v i c e

We Gratefully Acknowledge
IN HONOR OF
Nancy Baggett
Grant Bettis
Jennifer Burdine
Minnie Cappel
The Chambers Family
Shannon Corn
Art & Cathy Holland
Lou Jones
Betsy Korn
Mrs. Donna McMenemy
David Oelfke
Claudia & Marcie Ramirez
Chad Roberts
Rebecca Rosenthal
Dave Streit
Christine Thompson 

Memorial and honorary acknowledgments are for gifts received between July 1, 2007 and September 30, 2007  
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of these lists. Please accept our sincerest apology if a name has been misspelled or omitted and please

notify us so that our records can be correctly updated. Thank you.

THANKSFORGIVING....
“Since our beginning we have been blessed with a harvest of your prayers, your presence, your gifts and

your service. We are so thankful for so many who have made this possible over the years. We are grateful for
some of our most recent blessings listed below. This doesn’t mean we have forgotten about our very first gift

or any gift since. Your support, whether specifically mentioned within this newsletter or not, has made a
bountiful impact on our citizens. WE AREGRATEFUL!”  -- The BrookwoodCommunity

IN MEMOR Y OF
Leo and Virginia Barton
Eloise Blades
Richard Byrne
Charles (Chuck) Arthur

Carlson, Jr. 
Ms. Stacie Carrington
Tom Closson
Josephine Crane
Curtis B. Croom
William Edwards
David Rhodes Embry
Mrs. Lydia Garmany
Dr. George J.Gatoura,M.D.
Annetta P. Gibson
Mrs. Mae Welch Ging

Dorothy Green
Myra Hammond
Bob Harmon
Marjorie Ann Schmidt Hilton
Robert Martin Jorda
Bill Kuehn
B.J. Kuehn
Mrs. Alberta Layden
Leora and Lonnie Ligon
Carrington Mason
Dorothy Mason
Mrs. William (Nancy)

Francis McMinn
Mr. Bobby Miller
Ann Myers
Statira B. Overstreet

Professor Phillip S. Paludan
Marguerite Parker
Allen F.Rhodes
Marianne Sawyer
Jay H. See
Mrs. Margaret Ann Singleton
Randy Smith
Mrs. Isabelle B.Staples
Maxine C. Thomas
Clark G. Thompson
Robert Z. Torrance
TommyWalker
Mrs. Faleska Werlin
Lucille Danklefs Whitmore
Nan Luckett Williams 

We are THANKFUL for.....Every family who entrusts
a loved one to our care... all those who support our
mission through gifts, advice, and time...for our
mission-minded staff... for consultants and advisors
who help us along the way...

Foundations and corporations who take time and
provide resources to partner with us... All church and
civic groups, garden clubs, and so many other great
organizations who come to Brookwood to tour and to
shop... All of our Café diners and gift store patrons
who buy our products and plants...  

Hasta la Pasta (Katy) for their September event at the
restaurant which benefited Brookwood and for all
their help with our Golf Marathon Benefit...

Speaking of Golf Marathon, we are indebted to ALL
who make this important event a success for
Brookwood... the team captains and golfers...

the volunteers... the sponsors... Jim Cunninghamfor
designing the event’s brochure... and Vivian Ramos
and the SYSCO Corp. for helping with our new
Brookwood brochure... 

Our volunteers who help out in so many ways... the
Hymans who impact our citizens every day...
Riverstone Properties for a long day of physical labor
in sprucing up our campus... Our Café hosts and
hostesses and workshop volunteers, every day we can
count on you (and our citizens love you dearly)...

For YOU! If you are one of our newsletter readers,
you have supported Brookwood through your interest
and gifts.... 

We love the turkey, the dressing, and the pumpkin
pie; most of all we are thankful to God for leading us
and helping us create a better way to LIVE, WORK,
LEARN, and PLAY.
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Where Functionally Disabled Adults Contribute to the World 

The Brookwood Community

• Potting soil and other landscaping needs for the homes
• A couple of the group homes need digital cameras ($125)
• Dyson type vacuum cleaners for the Derek home ($400-550)
• The Weekley Home needs a new card table and 4 folding

chairs ($50-$75)
• We can always use 100’heavy duty garden hoses ($20-$30 each)
• Gift store needs a new 12-foot pre-lit Christmas Tree ($200-250)
• Rechargeable 5-6 unit walkie-talkie system ($300)
• New shirts and aprons for Gift Store workers ($2,000)

• Our health clinic has several needs:
A glucometer to monitor blood sugars ($100)
Glucometer finger sticks ($50)
Pulse oximeter ($500) 

• The horticulture enterprise needs:
A new fertilizer injector ($600)
Laminating machine ($250)

• Westheimer Gift Store needs a new air conditioner ($3,800)
• Washable color markers, poster board, glue, writing pens

Our Wish ListOur Wish List
We are truly grateful for gifts of all or a portion of funds toward any of the following:

Visit Brookwood
We invite you to tour The Brookwood Community and to 
stay for lunch at the Café at Brookwood.  You will see
our citizens at work and our programs in action.  

Tour and Group Reservations 281-375-2158 

Café at Brookwood Open 7 Days!  11am - 2 pm 281-375-2400
(Reservations are recommended)

Brookwood Retail Stores (All stores now open every day!)
Sherren Smith Gift &Garden Center at Brookwood 281-375-2149
Brookwood Store in Old TownSpring -- 318 Gentry 281-288-9114
Brookwood Garden Shop -- 10222C Westheimer 713-782-7757
Shop On-line www.brookwoodcommunity.org

Call for individual store hours and directions.

Executive Director
Vivian Streit Shudde

Founder and 
Executive Director
Emeritus
Yvonne Tuttle Streit

Director of Community
and Citizen Programs
Richard R. DeMunbrun, Jr.

Assistant Directors
Nancy Cathey
Richard L. Crabtree
James A. Ging
Joe G. Mazzu, III
Sylvia J. Patton
Carol S. Whitmore

Board of Directors
Stephen C. Beasley
Michael J.Brady
Dea L. Larson
Peggy McGaughy
Vivian  S. Shudde
David R. Streit
Yvonne Tuttle Streit
J. Scott Thompson
D. Gibson Walton
Thomas H. Wilson

Advisory Board
Jack S. Blanton
Linda D. Brooks
Charles F. Chambers, III
John H. Duncan
Michael L. Hall
Kay Phillips House
David G.McKechnie
William A. McMinn
David Mundy
Larry O’Donnell, III
Gary L. Rosenthal
Kenneth F. Spitler
Jack T. Trotter
Brad Tucker
Constance A. White
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